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SUBJ: MINISTERIAL INTERFERENCE IN COURT CASES 

REF: OTTAWA 0994 

SUMMARY: PUBLIC WORKS MINISTER DRURY RESIGNS AND LALONDE 
AND CHRETIEN APOLOGIZE FOLLOWING TABLING OF REPORT FROM 
QUEBEC CHIEF JUSTICE ON ALLEGED MINISTERIAL INTERFERENCE 
WITH JUDIFICIAL PROCESS. LATER IN DAY, TRUDEAU REFUSED 
ACCEPT DRURY RESIGNATION AND REFUSED ORDER PUBLIC 
INQUIRY. 

END SUMMARY. 

1 . IMBROGLIO OVER ALLEGED LIBERAL MINISTERS INTERFERING 
IN JUDICIAL PROCESS (REFTEL) TOOK DRAMATIC TURN TODAY 
WITH TABLING IN COMMONS OF REPORT OF QUEBEC SUPERIOR COURT 
CHIEF JUSTICE (PARA 4 REFTEL) AND CONTEMPORANEOUS SUB- 
MISSION OF RESIGNATION OF PUBLIC WORKS MIN DRURY WHO ALSO 
MIN OF STATE FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. 

2. NORMAL ROUTINE OF QUESTION PERIOD TODAY SUSPENDED AS 
REPORT TABLED AND THE THREE MINISTERS UNDER FIRE 
(DRURY, LALONE AND CHRETIEN) MADE STATEMENTS. 

LALONDE AND CHRETIEN EXPRESSED REGRETS ABOUT MIS- 
UNDERSTANDINGS THEIR ACTIONS MIGHT HAVE CAUSED AND 
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GO FURTHER THAN THAT. DRURY, ON OTHER HAND, OFFERED 
RESIGNATION REFERRING TO APPARENT DETERMINATION 
OF CHIEF JUSTICE THAT HIS CONDUCT HAD BEEN IMPROPER. 

3. OPPOSITION LAUDED DRURY FOR TAKING HONORABLE 
COURSE, EXPRESSED REGRET AT HIS DEPARTURE FROM 
CABINET, BUT PRESSED HARD FOR INDEPENDENT INQUIRY. 

TRUDEAU IN QUESTION PERIOD EXPRESSED INTENTION OF 
MAKING STATEMENT IN THE HOUSE LATE AFTERNOON. 

4. IN LATE AFTERNOON SATEMENT CLEARLY PREPARED IN 
HASTE, TRUDEAU WITH AMPLE DOSE OF CRITICISM OF MINISTER S 
BAD JUDGMENT NONETHELESS REFUSED TO ACCEPT DRURY 
RESIGNATION AND REFUSED TO ORDER A PUBLIC INQUIRY. HE 
NOTED THAT CHIEF JUSTICE HAD FOUND THAT CHRETIEN CASE 
INVOLVED IMPROPER PRACTICE AND LALONDE CASE UNUSUAL PRO- 
CEEDINGS BUT THAT NEITHER REPRESENTED INTERFERENCE WITH 
JUDICIARY AND, THUS, CASES CLOSED. WITH DRURY, CHIEF 
JUSTICE FOUND "IMPROPER" ACTIVITIES AND NOTED THAT THE 
FACTS WERE "GRAVE" BUT APPARENTLY ALSO FOUND NO GROSS 
INTERFERENCE IN JUDIFICAL PROCESS. TRUDEAU ADDED THAT 
JUSTICE MIN BASFORD HAD REVIEWED SITUATION AT TRUDEAU 
REQUEST AND HAD FOUND NO GROUNDS FOR CHARGES OF ILLEGALITY. 

5. EMBASSY COMMENT: OPPOSITION HAS NOW TASTED SOME 
BLOOD AND CLEARLY ANXIOUS FOR MUCH MORE. OPPOSITION 
SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED IN STRONG LANGUAGE COMPLETE DIS 
AGREEMENT WITH TRUDEAU DECISION NOT TO ACCEPT DRURY 
RESIGNATION OR TO ORDER PUBLIC INQUIRY. OPPOSITION 
WILL DO ALL IN ITS POWER TO PRESS FOR DRURY 
RESIGNATION AND PUBLIC INQUIRY. THEY WILL ALSO ATTEMPT 
TO WIDEN TARGET AREA, IF POSSIBLE, PARTICULARLY TO INCLUDE 
ANDRE OUELLET, THE MINISTER FOR WHOM DRURY INTERCEDED. 

IN FAST MOVING EVENTS OF DAY IT DIFFICULT NOW TO ASSESS 
LIKELY IMPACT ON PUBLIC, PARTICULARLY GIVEN RELATIVE 
TOLERANCE IN CANADA FOR QUESTIONABLE PRACTICES. 

HOWEVER, TODAY'S EVENTS CAN ONLY ADD 

TO GROWING PUBLIC DISENCHANTMENT WITH LIBERALS 
MENTIONED REFTEL. ENDERS 
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